È 
= 
& 
ž 
ae 
£ 
g 

l 


For Workers POWER AND INTERNATIONAL ŞocIALISM 


POLITICAL STATUS 


THE BATTLE for political status is 
well and truly on. It is not just a fight 
for the prisoners in Armagh and H- 
Block. It’s a fight in which every work- 
er in this country has a stake. 

We cannot let the British war mach- 
ine criminalise all those who have re- 
sisted its might. 

We need to tear a hole in the defen- 


ces of the Orange state—a state that has 
divided and split the working class - 
through discrimination and bigotry. 

We can do it. Through mass strike 
action. 

We have the power—the power to 
stop the factories, offices and shops. 
The power to show Thatcher that Ire- 
land is no longer safe for imperialist in- 


vestment. 
Its got to be all out for the National 
Day of Action on December 10th. 
But that must only be a start in re- 
building our confidence and strength. 
We've got to start preparing now for 
mass strike action on a national basis 


that will finally win the prisoners 
demands. i 


WORKER 
SPECIAL 


MALL OUT DECEMBER 10TH 


I PREPARE NOW FOR GENERAL 


STRIKE 


MBuUILD THE H BLOCK TRADE 


UNION COMMITTEES TO 


CO-ORDINATE THE ACTION. 


“HUNGER STRIKERS we 
support you!” 

That’s the answer the 
Catholic working class of the 
North are giving to the Brit- 
ish Government. 

Banners and slogans proclaim 
‘Political Status now. 

Occupations and roadblock- 
ings take place every day, there 
are torchlight marches every 
night. 

Mock H Block cells have been 
set up in many areas. H Block 
displays are lit at night reminding 
all, that the area supports the 
hunger strikers. 

Its been many years since the 
North has seen such energy and 
unity of purpose. 

The campaign for political 
status has been fought for over 
four years now, mainly through 
the Relatives Action Committees. 

The support generated by that 
Campaign never extended beyond 
the core of republican supporters 
and the left. 

But the hunger strike has spar- 
ked off mass support among the 
people in the Catholic ghettos in 
the North. 

People are marching again be- 
cause they are fed up with the re- 
pression the community has suff- 


ered for sixty years of Unionist 
rule, 


Reaction 


They realise how much there 
is to lose if the hunger strikers 
are defeated. 

If the political status issue is 
lost, Thatcher will move to com- 
pletely smash all resistance to, 
British rule. 

Defeat for the prisoners would 
be the beginning of defeat for the 
entire community. 

` It would open the door to 
some sort of Loyalist rule from 
Stormont. 

It is this feeling of crisis that 
has brought so many back into 
the struggle. . 

The large marches and ac- 
tivities of the past few weeks 
have reminded some of the civil 
rights days. - 

But there is a vast difference— 
12 years of experience gained in 
fighting Orange sectarianism and 
British rute. 
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There are no illusions about 
gaining democratic reforms. The 
sectarian nature of the Northern 
state and the brutality of British 
rule are clear to all. 

And now there is some differ- 
ence about how the campaign is 
organised. 

Youth Against H-Blocks 
groups have been formed right 
across Belfast. 

These are the children who 
have grown up with internment, 
British Army raids and the H- 
Blocks. 


Attacks 


Their political activity was 
usually limited to rioting after 
marches, Now they have their 
own committees, they organise 
their own meetings and activities 
—running the mock H-Block 
cells, leafletting football matches 
and running discos. 

Some organised disruptions 
at school the first day of the 
hunger strike—we can expect to 
see more. 

Even the RUC is worried 
about the political activity of the 
young people and note that the 
amount of joyriding and vandal- 
ism has declined. 


And workers are taking in- 
dustrial action to Support tie 
hunger strike. Not just the 
Kennedy Way workers in West 
Belfast who had done this so 
many times before. But the 
Belfast dockers who marched 
through town, and the indust- 
rial workers in Derry who stop- 
ped the city. 

Postal workers, brewery wor- 
kers, teachers, hospital workers 
and so many others who have 
not taken industrial action on 
this issue before are now join- 
ing in. 3 


The hunger strike has rebuilt 
the mass anti-imperialist move- 
ment and brought politics back 
into the hands of the anti-union- 
ist population in a way never 
done before. 

Its strength is that it has 
united and mobilised important 
and large segments of the anti- 
unionist population in the North. 

But that strength has brought 
a fierce reaction—for all who 
oppose the anti-imperialist strug- 
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gle have mobilised as well and— 
in the North—they are far stron- 
ger as they have proven so many 
times before. 

British rule is supported by 
the Loyalist paramilitaries who 
publicly threaten to “eliminate” 
H-Block campaigners. 

It is supported by the media 
which neglects or distorts the H- 
Block campaign. 

These forces have already 
caused set-backs for the H-Block 
campaign. For example, the 
student unions of Queens and 
the Polytech held large meetings 
which voted against political 
status, overturning pevious posi- 
tions of support. 

The votes were on a straight 
sectarian basis—Fenians for poli- 
tical status, Prods against. 

Trade unionists in mixed 
unions and workplaces always 
find themselves outvoted when 
Protestants are mobilised as they 
are now. 

This will continue as long as 
the anti-imperialist movement is 
based on the Northern catholic 
population alone as it has been 

for the past 12 years. 


Strikers 


Our ability to win lies in build- 
ing a 32 county movement and a 
movement based on the working 
class. 

But you can't do that through 
a campaign that depends on 
arousing nationalist instincts—or 
a campaign that looks to the 
Catholic Church for the solution. 

You can only do it through a 
campaign that appeals to class 
interests, that says it is in the 
interests of WORKERS to smash 
H-Block, because through that . 
we are weakening one of the 

Props of capitalist rule in Ireland. 


. Everybody out 


for our brothers 
and sisters 


A TIDE tas started to 
roll. The strike weapon is 
being brought into the H- 
Block campaign. 

In different parts of 


the country—in a Scattered 
and isolated way up to 
now—workers have down- 
ed tools to support the 
Hunger Strikers. 

The press and the Media 
have thrown a wall of silence 
around the strikers. They have 
learnt one thing from Poland’ 
bosses—information iS 3 wea- ° 
Pon=-that is why they have 
blacked out the reports 
the strikes. a 

Strike action be i 
Derry on November 12. The 


town was closed through a 
general strike, 
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months ago, the 
bY, H Block action group 
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MAIREAD FARRELL 
Mary Doyle, and Mairead 
Nugent have gone on 
hunger strike in Armagh 
Jail. They have made it 
clear that their action is 
not ‘in solidarity’ with the 
men in H-Block but a full- 
blooded action on their 
own behalf, to win politi- 
cal status for themselves. 


The women have always 
shown their determination to 
fight for themselves and not to į 
have gains handed to them by 
their male comrades. Xiaisxoma 

This makes them feminists. 

So too does the fact that 
the actions taken by them are 
in total contradiction to the 
traditional roles that these 
women are expected to play. 

Let's hope that this struggle 
—for women and by women— 
will not restrict itself to the 
prisons but will extend to the 
Republican movement as a 
whole. 


This has already occurred 
to some extent. 

Since the time when women , 
took up the leadership of the 
prisons protest in the RAC’s, 
the demand for childcare’ faci- 
lities has reverberated through 


4 
\ the Republican movement. 
B) 


The setting up of a Wom- , 


\ en’s Committee and the recent 


policy document on women 
is a step forward. 


Left: H-Block 

hunger striker 
Raymond McCartney: 
emaciated but 
determined. 


Mary Doyle, 
Mairead Nugent 
and Mairead Farrell: 


joining the ki unger strike. 


, Already, the Armagh pris- 
| oners, and the women outside 
who worked on their behalf, 
(Women Against Imperialism 

‘and the Armagh Solidarity 
“ Committee) have succeeded in 
raising the question of Armagh 
to equal prominence with that 
jof the men in H Blocks. 
a The setting up of a special 
committee on Armagn was 
the culmination of this 
‘achievement, 

There is a danger that the 
women in Armagh could be 
exploited in a traditional and 
puritan way, emphasising the 
yhorror of women engaged in 
a dirt protest. 

Women on a dirt protest is 
more serious than men ina 
similar situation, because of 
the dangers presented by men- 
strual blood and the danger of 
vaginal infection. 

But lets not have any play- 
ing on the idea that women 
should be too refined to en- 
gage in such a protest. Women 
are throwing off their refine- 
ments; not only by taking up 
the gun or smearing their 
blood on walls but also by de- 
manding such things as equal 
pay, childcare facilities and 
contraception. 

You cannot separate the 
struggle of the Armagh women 
from the struggle for these 

* rights. 

Those who.seek to do so— 
like the Church and some ele- 
ments of the Republican 
Movement—are using the 
Armagh women as pawns in a 
game directed by men. 

We must oppose those 
people. The example of the 
Armagh women can give us 
the courage and confidence to 
do so, 

We want the defeat of im- 
perialism. 

_ We want a socialist Ireland, 

And we want women’s lib- 
eration in this socialist society. 


WE'VE COME a long way 
since the days of the huge 
civil rights demonstrations 
of 1968/69, but not a lot 
has changed. 

Stormont is gone, but 
discrimination still goes on 
through local councils and 
the siting of factories in 
Loyalist areas. 

The heavy face of Loyalism 
remains, we still face an armed 
sectarian police force and the 
new B-Specials of the UDR. 

The lessons learnt from the 
12 years can provide the key 
to the success of the H-Block 
campaign 

Those 12 years started with 
the civil rights movement giv- 
ing birth to the Provos. Why? 

The Provos instinctively re- 
cognised an important truth— 
the Orange State could not be 
reformed. 


Fact 


They were strengthened 
when the Provos came to be 
seen as the only real defenders 
of the Catholic areas. 

Britains answer to the pros- 
pect of trouble in Ireland was 
as usual to bring in the army. 

It was not long before it 
became clear whose side the 
Brits were realty on. 

Operation Motorman, where 
they invaded and wrecked 
Catholic areas, the introduc- 
tion of internment, the Falls 
Road curfew and above all 
Bloody Sunday in 1972 
proved this. 

The straight Provo argu- 
ment for action against the 
Brits seemed to be simple and 
clear. But it had two great 
weaknesses. 

The armed struggle was not 
seen as a means of bolstering 
up and developing the mass 
movement. /t was seen as a re- 
placement for it. You did not 
heed masses of workers on the 
streets if a bombing campaign 
in itself could drive the.Brits 
out. 

As a‘.result, passivity set in. 
—the type of passjvity that 


|, The war will 
be won in the 
| workplaces 
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allowed the H-Block situation 
to continue without mass op: 
position for 4 years. 

Secondly,.the politics of 
the movement were national- 
ist—the struggle was for a 
united Ireland pure and simple. 

That sort of politics could 
not mobilise workers as a class. 

It could not transform a 
movement from mass demon- 
strations to massive strike ac- 
tion across the whole of the 
country. 

Only a struggle for a work- 
ers’ republic; only a struggle 
which saw the Orange state as 
a prop of capitalism could 
make that appeal. 

The Provos were not the 
only movement to arise from 
the Civil Rights days. 

Many of the early leaders 
of the Civil Rights movement 
came together under the um- 
brella of the SDLP. 

* Today, the SDLP stands as 
a party which aims to reform 
the Northern State. It is a 
thoroughly middle class party y 
~a party that promises to use 
its influence to dampen down 
mass agitation in return for 
some minor concessions. 

It opposes political status— 
exactly because that struggle 
strikes at the heart of the 
Orange State. But it is fright- 
ened of losing its base. That is 
why it tries to cloud the issue 
with talk of ‘British insen- 

sitivity” or its “humanitarian 
concern”. 


Effect 


The key to the whole prob- 
lem lies in workers action. In 
an imperialist dominated coun- 
try—north and south—the pres- 
sure that can be brought to 
bear in a challenge to the 
bosses—particularly in the 
south—will get the results. 

But time is not on our side. 
Action need to be taken now 
to save the lives of the hunger 
Strikers! 

+ Build an action group in 
your workplace. 

+ Build for a day of action 
on December 10. 

» Prepare for a general strike. 


On Wednesday 26th Nov- 
ember it was the turn of the 
Building workers in Dublir 


Over 200 workers from fuur 


newer, more militant workers 
to the meeting ~and losing 
Some others as well. 


ound" oe When it came to the actual building sites—including the 
S omit but day, the turn out was far big- Baumount and Wood Quay 
d 2 pol ger than we thought”. sites—assembied outside the 
t w w3 bout Within a week of the Derry Irish Life site in Moore St. 


gi a150 gnmit- strike workers in Tralee used 


tw their industrial muscle in sup- Activist 
yor’ Port of the hunger strikers. 
joe CIE Busworkers stopped They marched to the Brit- 


for half a day. They were join- | ish Embassy. On the way they ne 
ed by around 500 workers in paid the ICTU bureaucrats a ai 
a one hour stoppage and march.| visit to demand official action is 
In some places the strike on H Blocks. >> 
was a minority affair. After the march they deci- 
In Burlington 20% of the ded to organise themselves 
workers came out. A lot of into.an H Block building work- 
the preparatory work had not | ers group, to pull out more 
en dane. workers, next time around. 


“I joined. the army because I was fed up with hanging a 


round, fighting on street corners."’ 


———‘ 
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Prisoners of war 


IN THE LAST few issues 
of The Worker, we have 
headlined such issues as 
the National Wage Under- 
standing, Poland, Contra- 
ception and many others 
including H Block and the 
National Question. 

We do not see these issues 


Docks 
against 
Blocks 


THE BELFAST deep sea 
dockers have given the 
lead. 

In the second week of 
the hunger strike they left 
work and marched through 
the city to the office of 
the Northern Committee 
of ICTU. 

Last week trade unionists 
frim many industries met to 
make plans to join the nation- 
al work stoppage on Decem- 
ber 10th. They agreed to hold 
arally at 2 p.m. in Dunville 
Park. 

Leaflets are being distrib- 
uted and work place meetings 
are being organised prior to 
the march. 

Representatives of the 
dockers, Bass Charrington 
brewery, postal workers, 
Royal Victoria Hospital wor- 
kers, barmen, teachers, bus- 
drivers and several small 
groups came to the meeting. 

One postal worker was 
threatened with the sack if he 
distributed political leaflets. 

And there’s always the dan- 
ger that he could be singled 
out for loyalist retaliation. 

In spite of such dangers the 
support by Belfast workers 

for the day of action is impres- 
sive. 
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l UNIOM/ORGANISATION 


| send to 31, Mobhi Rd, Dublin 9. 


as separate. They are part and 


INDUSTRIAL ACT- 
ION is what’s needed 
to win political status. 
There is no other way. 
All the rosaries in the 


rest upon one thing— 
Capitalism. There is only 
one power that can cut 
through all that to win 
political status— the pow- 
er of the mass strike wea- 


But there are differ- 
ences. Firstly, in 1920 the 
general strike was called, 
officially by the Congress. 
Today our union leaders 
have gone over to the 
other side.But strike act- 


world; .all the appeals and pon. 
lobbies of politicians and 


ion must still be co-ordin- 


parcel of the politics of Social- 
i ated and generalised. That 


Ism. 


Strike 


The issue of Political status for Part of the churchmen, will prove In 1920 it was a gene- co-ordination must come 
the prisoners is part of the struggle 25 000 who useless. ral strike which freed the from the bottom up— 
for socialism. Our concept of Ora ie Sectarianism, Orang- prisoners. It’s got to be through rank and file links. 
socialism is where people take marched to ism, and the H Blocks all re the same in 1980. it's a question of the 


power for themselves. They orga- 
nise and run society in the inter- 
ests of all. 

We need to organise around 
issues which mobilise and politicise 
the working class and challenge 
the power and ideas of the state. - 

We see the H Block and Arm- 
agh issue as central but not separ: 
ate from working class politics. , 

it is not the National Question 
which separates workers in the 
North, but the ruling class, who 

have fostered an artificial division 
using Loyalism as a wedge. 


Leinster House 
on November 
22nd 


strong sectors getting 
around the weaker sect- 
ions, arguing and encoura- 
ging. It’s a question of 
Belfast dockers, Derry 
Textile workers visiting 
workers in the South in 
the same industries, in the 
same unions. 


Stewards 


It's a question òf shop 
stewards committees 
being formed focally to 
co-ordinate and prepare 
for strike action. 

We are talking about 
vastly different conditions 
from the 20s. The South- 
ern working class has spent 
60 years in struggle against 
its own bosses. It will not 
mobilise around national- 
istic appeals. 

More than that, 
Southern workers have 
been cut off from the 
Northern struggle through 
acombination of pro-imp 
erialist propaganda and 
through the way the strug- 
gle has been conducted on 
militaristic lines. 

Striking for H-Block 
means a radical break in 
the experience of most 
Southern workers. Thats 
why the break will come 
about in a collective way. 


Estates 


It’s not about one job 
leading the way. Its a 
question of groups of 
building sites; of indust- 
rial estates in whole 
towns rather than facto- 
ries taking strike action. 

Thats why we need to 
bring shop stewards to- 
gether on a local and in- 
dustrial basis now. 


Instead of running away 
from the issue we must ext iain 
and fight imperialism in the 
same way as we take up any 
other issue, involving as large 
anumber of people as possible. 


Building local committees, 
trade union groups and workplace 
groups. 

Those who now see the Nat- 
ional Question as thecon/y issue 
to take up must broaden their pol- 

_itical involvement. 


Socialism 


Just as the state oppresses us 
in many ways, we are capable of 
fighting back on a broad front. « 
1f we are involved in the fight for 

. women’s rights, for example, and 
are able to challenge the state and 
win, then we are better placed to 
win on H Block. — 

Socialism does not depend on 
one section of workers to oppress 
another, its strength is its ability, 
to organise large numbers of 
people to fight for themselves. 

The fusion of the struggle 
for Socialism and the fight 
against Imperialism must not 
be separate. It is essentially 
the same fight—a political 
fight! 
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Photo — Derek Speirs (Report) 


WHAT YOU CAN DO. 


1. Order copies of the H 
Block Trade Union leaf- 
let. Available from 
National H Block office 
Tel. 747200 

2. Organise a workplace 
meating with an ex- 
blanket man or relative. 

3. Organise now for indust- 
rial stoppages on Dec 10, 
—the National Day of 
Action. All out for a one 
day stoppage. 

4. Make sure there is a rally 
in your area on the 10th 
December. Make sure 
thers is ane voice cam- 
ing from those rallies: 
On to the General Strike. 

5. Get over to other work- 

Places in your area. Get 
the shop stewards ta- 
gether meating regularly 
to decide on action on 
H Blocks. 


, Waterford for 
i the prisoners 


OVER 200 trade union branch officials and shop 
steward activists crowded Connolly Hall, Waterford, 
to hear Belfast Docker Harry FitzSimons and Derry 
shirt factory worker Sheila Flemming speak. 

The meeting—called by 3 branches of the ATGWU 
and one of the two Waterford branches of the ITGWU 
—heard the two northern workers call for immediate 
industrial action. 


The response to the call was enthusiasti 
iastic. The con- 
venor of the Waterford Glass Factory shop stewards 
sf and eG a-half day. stoppage on Thursday December 
and all- present agreed to „argue, at workplaces for the 
` maximum turnout on this day: ` 


Ri was also agreed to march on the City Hall on the . 


For United Working 
Class Action 
For an independent 
fighting trade union 

- movement 
For the economic and 
political equality o 
women 
For a 32 county Wor- 
kers Republic 


If you agree with the 
above demands and He: 
ideas expressed in this’. 


j That’s the only to 
haper, send’ off this form.’ 


break the isolation that 
holds workers back from 
taking political action. 
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